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DAYTON, Ohio, June 22, 1973 --- Brother J. George Geisler, celebrating 70
years in the Society of Mary, has dedicated his 87 years to human beings and other
living things. As a teacher for 60 years, he devoted his life to the improvement
of mankind. He taught chemistry and its deep importance to mankind to thousands
upon thousands of young men, including two present Cardinals and two Bishops of
the Catholic Church.
Since his retirement, he has devoted his time to renewing old acquaintances
and the propagation of his tropical fish (he has eight tanks in his room), birds
(he has taught his parakeet to speak in four languages) and African violets.
Brother Geisler will join other Marianist Jubilarians next Saturday (June 30)
at the annual Jubilee ceremonies of the Society at the Bergamo!Marianist Center.
It'll be a fitting climax to his long service as a religious.
A native of Baltimore, Brother Geisler attended Marianist-taught st. James
parish, and became a postulate in 1900. Three years later, he took his first vows
at the age of 17, and in 1911 he made his professional vows. Brother Geisler,
the only surviving member of the group which entered the order seventy years ago,
is now the oldest living Marianist in the province.
Since his first teaching assignment in 1905 until his retirement from the
classroom in 1965, Brother Geisler has taught many students in many places. His
first years of teaching brought him to the old st. Mary's school in Cincinnati,
Emmanuel School and st. Mary's Institute (University of Dayton) in Dayton, st.
Barbara's School in Brooklyn, and st. Mary's in Erie, Pennsylvania.
In 1918 he received his degree in Science from the pniversity of Dayton.
From 1918 to 1921, he taught math and biology at the newly established Cathedral
Latin School in Cleveland, where he also became a close associate with the late
Cardinal Mooney of Detroit, then president of the school.
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Brother Geisler then went to the University of Fribourg, SWitzerland, for
graduate studies in Chemistry. Upon his return in 1924, he became Vice-President
of the Cathedral Latin School. In addition to his teaching and administrative
duties, he also found time to be Athletic Director of the School. Among his
students at Latin were men who would later become prominent in the Church: Bishop
Begin of Oakland, the late Archbishop Hallinan of Atlanta, John Cardinal Dearden
of Detroit and Cardinal John Krol of Philadelphia.
Following four years of teaching at Our Lady of the Seminary in Cleveland,
Brother Geisler was assigned to Trinity College in SioUX City, Iowa, and taught
organic chemistry for t he next ten years. After taking special courses in Biochemistry at Western Reserve University, he became Head of the Chemistry Department at the University of Dayton in 1941.
In 1950, for reasons of health, Brother Geisler was transferred to Ponce,
puerto Rico. At the request of Bishop James McManus, founder of the Catholic
University of Puerto Rico, he organized a Chemistry Department, designed a new
laboratory, directed its construction, and served as Head of the department for
the next seven years.
He returned to the University of Dayt on in 1958, and retired fran teaching
in 1965 as Professor Emeritus. In April of 1972, the University of Puerto Rico
held a banquet honoring Brother Geisler as the founder and organizer of the
Chemistry Department. A plaque was affixed to the wall of the Chemistry Building
to recognize his outst anding contribution to Catholic education on the Island.
In the Jubilee Cermonies on the 30th, 42 religious from four American provinces
will celebrate jubilees, ranging from 20 to 70 years. A ~ass and renewal of vows
will be followed by a dinner for t he jubE ,Y.':'.::~ S.
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